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Language Policy 

Philosophy 

As IB World Schools delivering the MYP, Meade High School and MacArthur Middle School recognize the need to 

prioritize language learning in order to live their schools’ missions to “cultivate effective communicators” …“to make a 

positive impact on the global community” as “life-long learners empowered to lead change.” Students in our world 

today must learn to adapt to their ever-changing environments. Therefore, a goal of our partnership schools is to assist 

all students in becoming productive citizens in a global society. We recognize that students must be empowered in their 

native language as well as become both culturally and linguistically proficient in a second language. 

 

Language is crucial to learning; therefore, teachers at both schools are language teachers. We view the ongoing language 

development for students the shared responsibility of all teachers, parents and students.  Language learning refers not 

only to the learning of a second language but includes activities that enhance both written and oral communication skills 

of the native language. We teach language through context and relate new information to existing knowledge. Through 

language teaching and learning, students develop critical thinking skills, social skills, and are provided with the building 

blocks of language necessary for acquiring knowledge related to all areas of the IB MYP framework.  

  

A source of pride for our school community is our diversity. Languages spoken by our students in the current year 

include the following: 

Language MacArthur 
MS Total 
Number 

Meade HS 
Total Number 

Akan 1 1 

Amharic 0 5 

Arabic 0 5 

Bengali 1 1 

Cambodian 0 1 

Chinese 1 1 

German 0 1 

Hindi 1 0 

Japanese 1 0 

Korean 2 1 

Krio 0 2 

Laotian 1 0 

Mandingo 1 1 

English  919 1027 

Portuguese 0 1 

Russian 0 1 

Spanish 14 68 

Tagalog 4 3 

Thai 0 1 

Twi 0 1 

Urdu 3 3 

Vietnamese 4 6 

World 
English 

1 2 

Yoruba 0 2 
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Language and Literature 

Language and Literature across our partnership is taught in English. In grades six, seven, and eight at MacArthur Middle, 

students enroll in English/language arts and continue into English 9 and English 10 at Meade High School. Teachers 

follow the Anne Arundel County Public Schools, AACPS, unit planners, which were developed by lead teacher 

representatives from all IB MYP schools in the district, as their primary planning tool. This curriculum blends Common 

Core State Standards as our local standards with the IB MYP Language and Literature objectives.  

 

The courses at both the middle and high school incorporate a balanced approach to language teaching and learning; 

students study both language and literature over the course of the five years of the programme. Furthermore, students 

have opportunities to read and write across various genres, including fiction, narrative non-fiction, poetry, drama, as well 

as others. The unit planners also embed literature from various cultures, both translated works and those from authors 

who represent diverse cultures. Skills are vertically mapped to adequately prepare students for the demands of the IB 

Diploma Programme and other course offerings at Meade High School.  

 

Language Acquisition 

Upon enrolling in sixth grade, students at MacArthur are offered three language acquisition options: Mandarin Chinese, 

French, and Spanish. Language level one is presented over a two-year period on a rotating schedule and level two is 

exclusively an eighth-grade course. Thus, by the end of middle school, successful students earn two high school credits 

before continuing their language study in MYP year four at the high school. Student matriculating from MacArthur into 

Meade High School continue in their same language of study and take level three in year four and level four in year five. 

However, as we have students who feed from other county middle schools as well as a high number of who register 

from various geographic regions due to our location on a military base, upon enrolling in ninth grade or afterwards, 

students work with their counselors to either continue in the appropriate level of language based on previous language 

classes or are offered two language acquisition options at level one: Spanish and American Sign Language. 

 

After English, our second highest native language is Spanish; at Meade High School this accounts for eight percent of 

our student population. In order to respond to the unique needs of our monolingual, Spanish-speaking students, who 

are also English learners, as well as our bilingual students, we consider the proficiency level of those students, and place 

them in a higher phase that more appropriately meets their needs.  

  

Regardless of the target language students select, all languages across the partnership are taught using a communicative, 

proficiency-oriented approach aligned to the Maryland State Department of Education Standards for World Languages 

and modeled after those of the American Council on the Teaching of Foreign Languages. All three modes of 

communication – the interpersonal, the interpretive, and the presentational – are equally stressed in language classes.  

Each unit of inquiry aligns with the AACPS curriculum and culminates with a summative assessment task or tasks 

graded using the appropriate MYP language acquisition criteria. As students advance in their study of Chinese, French, 

Spanish, or American Sign Language, they hone critical thinking skills, become better communicators, and develop a 

respect for diverse linguistic and cultural heritages - all central to the mission of the International Baccalaureate 

programme.   
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Student Supports 

Across the partnership, teachers recognize the student supports necessary to help them be successful in language 

learning. Some areas of focus for the schools include but are not limited to: 

 Writing to learn in various contents  

 Academic language 

 Academic discourse 

 Critical analysis 

 Argument writing 

 

The IB team works in conjunction with the AVID coordinators as well as other supports such as the literacy coach at 

MacArthur Middle and the special education departments to support teachers and students using best-practices to help 

students acquire the skills necessary to be successful not just in language and literature and language acquisition but in all 

of their courses.  

 

Reading Intervention 

Students with specific and significant foundational reading needs are required to enroll in a tier-one reading intervention 

course. These reading interventions are provided as an encore course during the same time that language is offered 

These classes are designed to increase a student’s specific reading need—decoding skills, fluency, and/or comprehension 

of text—in order to build foundational reading skills to be successful in all contents. These include the Wilson Reading 

Program, Corrective Reading, Levels A, B and C and Soar to Success for students in grades sixth through eighth grade at 

MacArthur Middle School and Read 180 for students in ninth grade at Meade High School. Students are placed in these 

programs only after testing and evaluation by the school’s reading resource personnel. Enrollment in reading 

intervention is mandated based on a student’s IEP goals or repeated under-performance on state standardized 

assessments. Annually, students’ performance is analyzed by the reading resource team to determine whether a student 

will continue to receive these tier-one supports or whether he or she can enroll in a language acquisition course.  

 

English for Speakers of Other Languages (ESOL) 

At Meade High School, our ESOL population comprises approximately 10% of our student population. English 

Learners (ELs) are instructed in the English language, incorporating all four skills areas: listening, speaking, reading and 

writing.  The curriculum for our ESOL sheltered instruction courses is based upon learning academic language and 

literacy skills in the target language to be successful in their mainstream classes.  Accommodations include additional 

tutoring, use of bilingual dictionaries, extended instruction and assessment time, and instructional modifications.  Based 

on their level of understanding in English, students are placed in one of four ESOL courses: 

 ESOL 1 – Beginning level English Learners examine authentic literature with a balance of fiction and 

nonfiction, analyze types of text structure used in various writing models, and complete research projects and 

reports.  Instruction includes systematic language development including literacy instruction and extended 

practice in applying the conventions to written English. 

 ESOL 2 – Intermediate level English Learners examine authentic literature with a balance of fiction and 

nonfiction, write and present narrative, descriptive, technical, and persuasive writing, and complete research 
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projects and reports. Instruction includes application of research and study skills, including the use of 

technology to complete research projects. 

 ESOL 3 – Advanced intermediate level English Learners examine authentic literature and continue their 

development in the conventions of written English.  The students who take this course also take English 9 or 

an appropriate grade-level English course. 

 ESOL 4 – Advanced level English Learners further examine authentic literature and continue their 

development in the conventions of written English.  The students who take this course also take English 9 or 

an appropriate grade-level English course. 

 Active monitoring -  English Learners who have not yet reached academic proficiency in English are actively 

monitored for success in their general education classes. 

 

Placement in ESOL classes is determined by WIDA ACCESS scores, date of entry in US public schools, teacher 

recommendations, number of credits needed towards graduation, and additional factors.  

 

In addition to teaching the specific course offerings mentioned above, the ESOL teachers at Meade High collaborate 

with all staff members to provide professional development and resources for teams. The ESOL teachers works 

cooperatively with general education teachers to ensure EL accommodations are in place and the general education 

teacher is supported with instruction and assessment. Furthermore, we have a Spanish-speaking bilingual facilitator 

available to assist specifically with parental communication. 

 

Policy Access 

 

The policy is published to the schools’ website as well as the IB MYP webpages for each school. At the start of each 

year, the policy is referenced in the back-to-school communications.  

 

Policy Review 

 

This policy will be reviewed by the schools’ leadership teams every February to ensure the following: 

 It aligns to any changes made to the AACPS language learning and/or ESOL policies 

 It is informed by feedback from parents and other stakeholders 

 It is practiced with fidelity 
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